
Land  Classification  

Land  Classifications  are the  primary  use for  which  project  lands  are managed.  Project  lands  are zoned  
for  development  and  resource management  consistent  with  authorized  project  purposes  and  the 
provisions  of  the National  Environmental  Policy  Act  and  other  Federal  laws.   The Corps  of  Engineers  
regulation  EP  1130-2-550  (Recreation  Operations  and  Maintenance Guidance and  Procedures)  defines  
Land  Classifications  as:  
 
(1)  Project  Operations.  This  category  includes  those lands  required  for  the dam,  spillway,  switchyard,  

levees,  dikes,  offices,  maintenance facilities,  and  other  areas  that  are used  solely  for  the operation  of  

the  project.   

(2)  High  Density  Recreation.  Lands  developed  for  intensive recreational  activities  for  the visiting  public  

including  day  use areas  and/or  campgrounds.  These could  include areas  for  commercial  concessions  

(marinas,  comprehensive resorts,  etc.),  and  quasi-public  development.  

(3)  Mitigation.  This  classification  will  only  be used  for  lands  with  an  allocation  of  Mitigation  and  that  

were acquired  specifically  for  the purposes  of  offsetting  losses  associated  with  development  of  the 

project.   

(4)  Environmentally  Sensitive  Areas.  Areas  where  scientific,  ecological,  cultural  or  aesthetic  features  

have been  identified.  Designation  of  these lands  is  not  limited  to  just  lands  that  are otherwise protected  

by  laws such as the Endangered Species  Act, the National Historic Preservation Act  or  applicable State 

statues.  These areas  must  be considered  by  management  to  ensure they  are not  adversely  impactd.  

Typically,  limited  or  no  development  of  public  use is  allowed  on  these lands.  No  agricultural  or  grazing  

uses  are permitted  on  these lands  unless  necessary  for  a  specific  resource management  benefit,  such  as  

prairie restoration.  These areas  are typically  distinct  parcels  located  within  another,  and  perhaps  larger,  

land classification, area.  A brief  narrative should  be provided  describing the associated resource analysis  

and/or  inventory  used  in  making  the classification.   

(5)  Multiple  Resource Management Lands.  This  classification  allows  for  the designation  of  a  

predominate use as  described  below,  with  the understanding  that  other  compatible uses  des cribed  

below may  also  occur  on  these lands  (e.g.  a  trail  through  an  area  designated  as  Wildlife Management.).  

Land  classification  maps  must  reflect  the predominant  subclassification,  rather  than  just  Multiple 

Resource Management.  

(a)  Low  Density  Recreation.  Lands  with  minimal  development  or  infrastructure that  support  

passive public  recreational  use (e.g.  primitive camping,  fishing,  hunting,  trails,  wildlife viewing,  

etc.).  

(b)  Wildlife  Management.  Lands  designated  for  stewardship  of  fish  and  wildlife resources.  

(c)  Vegetative  Management.  Lands  designated  for  stewardship  of  forest,  prairie,  and  other  

native vegetative cover.  

d)  Future  or  Inactive  Recreation  Areas.  Areas  with  site characteristics  compatible with  potential  

future recreational  development  or  recreation  areas  that  are closed.  Until  there is  an  

opportunity  to  develop  or  reopen  these areas,  they  will  be managed  for  multiple resources.   



(6)  Water Surface.  If  the project  administers  a  surface water  zoning  program,  then  it  should  be included  

in  the Master  Plan.  

(a)  Restricted  - Water  areas  restricted  for  project  operations,  safety,  and  security  purposes.  

(b)  Designated  No-Wake  - To  protect  environmentally  sensitive shoreline areas,  recreational  

water  access  areas  from  disturbance,  and  for  public  safety.  

(c)  Fish  and  Wildlife  Sanctuary  - Annual  or  seasonal  restrictions  on  areas  to  protect  fish  and  

wildlife species  during  periods  of  migration,  resting,  feeding,  nesting,  and/or  spawning.  

(d)  Open  Recreation  - Those waters available for  year round  or  seasonal water-based  

recreational  use.   


